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News Update, 23 October 1989 


Army Rule in Lhasa Continues 

Tibet has been under strict military rule since March 8th this year. The streets of the Tibetan 
capital are guarded by groups of soldiers armed with AK-47s, and passes have to be shown at 
every crossroads and at the entrance to every alleyway that leads into the old city. Martial law 
decrees forbid pre-school children to go out in the streets alone; one Tibetan who escaped to 
Nepal said he had had to show an identity pass just to get from his house to the toilet. 

The Chinese Army moved into Lhasa after demonstrations in March marking the thirtieth 
anniversary of the National Uprising. In 1959 the Uprising led to a 20-year crackdown by the 
Chinese, during which over half a million Tibetans are believed to have been killed. This year 
police opened fire without warning on a small group of peaceful demonstrators marking the 
anniversary, provoking three days of protest from bystanders. 

Beijing's response, in what is now regarded as a rehearsal for Tiananmen Square, was to move 
an estimated 20-30,000 troops into the city, to join some 20,000 armed police already 
stationed there - that's about one soldier or armed policeman for each Tibetan resident in the 
city. 

Over 1,000 Dissidents Arrested 

Troops began a campaign of mass arrests in Lhasa which is thought to be still continuing - 100 
were arrested in the first night of martial law alone; estimates for the current total range from 1- 
3,000. Unconfirmed reports say that 300 people have since died in one of Lhasa's four known 

prisons, and that a new one is being built to hold the influx. No detailed evidence is emerging 

since all journalists and observers were expelled from Lhasa on March 9th. Tourist groups have 
recently been allowed to enter the capital, but always under heavy surveillance, accompanied by 
Chinese guides at all times. 

New Torture Techniques 

Recent eye-witness accounts testify that the Chinese are continuing the practice of torturing 

political prisoners, a practice which was documented in detail by researchers last year. Some 

new techniques have been added to the usual method, which is to combine electric shock 
treatment to the genitals with long periods of suspending prisoners by ropes tied to the arms 
strapped behind the back. Now interrogators are placing an iron bit in prisoners' mouths and 
linking these to the arms tied high up behind the back: the weight of the arms on the mouth 
eventually causes total collapse, but without leaving scars. At least one dissident, accused of 
writing a letter to the local newspaper criticising Government policy, has been hospitalised in the 
last four weeks as a result of serious wounds sustained during interrogation. 

Demonstrations Continue 

The policy of repression has not stopped Tibetans from continuing their protests in Tibet even 
though gatherings of more than three people in the city are forbidden. There are no details of the 
situation outside the capital, except for a bald admission by the authorities in September that 
the independence movement had spread to the countryside. 

In Lhasa itself there have been at least two demonstrations since the beginning of September, 
one staged by nine nuns during a major public ceremony held by the Chinese at the Dalai Lama's 
Summer Palace, and the other by six nuns in the Barkhor, in the heart of the Tibetan quarter of 
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Lhasa. All of the nuns were arrested instantly, and 11 have already been sentenced, without 
trial, to 3 years administrative detention and hard labour. 

Important anniversaries last month of earlier demonstrations in which the Chinese have killed 
unarmed Tibetans were marked by groups gathering in the Barkhor and shouting slogans calling 
on the Chinese to leave Tibet, but the protestors managed to disperse before troops had time to 
make arrests. On September 27th shopkeepers went on strike in sympathy and unofficial 
religious ceremonies were held in private. 

Peace Prize: news reaches Lhasa 

The strident Chinese attacks on the Norwegian Government which followed the announcement 
on October 5th of the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to the Dalai Lama have made it difficult 
for the Chinese to keep the news of the award from reaching Lhasa. Already there have been 
reports of people assembling at the Potala Palace and laying offerings of incense and white 
scarves at his former residence. 

As tension mounts in Lhasa the Chinese face the prospect of serious unrest. The present 
campaign of what the Chinese Chief of Security last year himself called "massive repression", 
like the previous thirty years of occupation, has clearly heightened Tibetan resolve for 
independence - a estimate by Tibetans in Lhasa last month put support for the independence 
movement at 98%. But if the Chinese pull out the troops, Tibetans are sure to take to the 
streets again. 

Lebensraum: the threat of mass population transfer 

Meanwhile there is no sign of the Chinese removing the basic threat to the existence of Tibet as 
a nation and a culture - the mass influx of Chinese settlers, believed to have been under way in 
Central Tibet since at least 1983 and already completed in Eastern Tibet. The Chinese quarter of 
Lhasa is now about four times the size of the original Tibetan quarter, and new buildings are 
going up all the time in the Chinese areas. Estimates place the Chinese population at up to twice 
the Tibetan population - even the Chinese now admit that 40% of Lhasa residents are Chinese. 

A Political Solution 

At the same time the Chinese have still failed to respond positively to the Dalai Lama's offer of 
talks, which they accepted in theory in September 1988 but have continually blocked ever 
since. Meanwhile international support is growing, with meetings due next month between the 
Dalai Lama and President Mitterand of France, following high-level meetings in July with the 
presidents of Costa Rica and Mexico. The British Government has yet to change its policy of 
refusal to meet him. 


Later Notes: 

More on troops 

The 20-30,000 mentioned above are just the troops stationed in the city - last March the South 
China Morning Post, Hong Kong's most prestigious paper, quoted military experts as saying that 
170,000 Chinese troops are stationed "within striking range of Lhasa". Minimum estimates for 
total Chinese troop strength in the Tibet Autonomous Region - which is in fact only about half 
the size of historic Tibet before the Chinese invasion - are about one quarter of a million. Indian 
military sources confirm that there are at least three nuclear missile sites within the region, with 
intermediate range ICBMs threatening not only India but parts of the Middle East as well. 

Population: 

Chinese official figures say Lhasa in 1982 had 110,000 official residents; they have admitted 
recently that the 'non-resident' or unofficial population is approx. 40,000. Observers quite often 
say that the population is 1 50,000 of whom 50,000 are Tibetans - but this is a partisan opinion. 
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The Chinese admitted this year that the non-Tibetan population of Lhasa was 40% - which 
means it is sure to be much higher in reality. 

The population for the entire Tibet Autonomous Region (T.A.R.) is placed by the Chinese at 2 
million, of whom only 4% are Chinese - about 75,000, less than twice the number they admit to 
in Lhasa alone. The Tibetans in Exile say that the Chinese number around 2 million in T.A.R., 
and 7 million in Tibet as a whole. They say that there are six million Tibetans in Tibet; the 
Chinese admit to less than 4 million. Whichever side is right, it is certain that the Chinese now 
outnumber Tibetans in the Eastern and Northern parts of Tibet, which are are not included in the 
T.A.R. These were originally the two provinces of Kham and Amdo, but are now annexed to the 
Chinese provinces Qinghai, Sichuan, Yunnan and Gansu. Exile Tibetans, from their headquarters 
in Dharamsala in Northern India, fear that the Chinese will take over the T.A.R. (which includes 
the Western and Central parts of Tibet, known to Tibetans as the province of U-Tsang) as they 
have already the other two provinces. 

Prospects: 

It is clear that the Chinese militarisation of the Himalayan plateau has produced a major de- 
stabilisation in Southern Asia, and precipitated a ferocious arms race with India, barely 
concealed by Rajiv Gandhi's current flirtations with Beijing. Long-term tensions, which will 
certainly reach to the USSR, India's major ally, will therefore persist until a political resolution is 
found. 

The Dalai Lama's advocacy in his 1987 Five Point Peace Plan of a zone of peace for Tibet 
therefore has more than merely moral significance. He could attract more substantive support 
now that world opinion is stirring, after some 20 years of unquestioning adulation of the country 
still seen as the world's greatest untapped market. 

China is threatened internally not just by the credibility gap exposed by the events of June 4th, 
but by increasing unemployment, inflation and uneven development. Deng Xiao Ping hoped to 
settle the three great questions of Taiwan, Hong Kong and Tibet before his death, but is likely to 
leave only a cataclysmic succession struggle behind him when he dies - he is 85 now and in 
doubtful health, as are the economic reforms he himself pioneered ten years ago. Tibet may gain 
from the confusion that will follow his death, but probably only in the sense that the Chinese 
will have to continue the same ferocious iron grip that they have now, which will further alienate 
Tibetan and world opinion. They have already announced that martial law will not be lifted in the 
foreseeable future while there is any chance of street protests taking place; it is certain that the 
lifting of the current draconian conditions will herald immediate mass protest in Lhasa. 

However, the effectiveness of the Tibetans as non-violent demonstrators appears to be 
increasing as martial law continues - and this is probably, in propagand terms, a greater threat to 
the Chinese than violent action, and gains more international support as well as anti-Chinese 
solidarity in Lhasa, which a resident there in a secret interview last month estimated at 98% 
throughout Tibet. 

It is indisputable that the Chinese cannot resolve the unrest in Tibet without first making a 
settlement with the Dalai Lama; the fear is that they will continue their current strategy of 
delaying endlessly any proposed meetings with him - presumbaly waiting for him to die, by 
which time they will have groomed a new, hand-picked alternative to him, namely the re¬ 
incarnated Panchen Lama, and the majority population in Central Tibet (T.A.R.) will be Chinese. 
However the recent stirring of international concern, especially amongst the general public, plus 
UN statements by Holland and Canada this year - the first since 1971, may lead to a weakened 
leadership in China making significant concessions - they would be mad not to. But by far the 
most significant development is the unprecedented position taken by the Federation for 
Democray in China, the main exile pro-democracy group formed on September 22nd in Paris, 
which declared support for the Dalai Lama and the Tibetans, invited his representatives to speak 
at the opening conference, and called for a federal solution in China - not far off the Dalai 
Lama's own recent proposals. 
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Other data - 

Tibetan exiles say that a million Tibetans died as a result of Chinese occupation during its most 
intense period 1959-1979, approximately a third of a million from famine (resulting from Mao's 
agricultural experiments in '59-61 as well as from the earlier influx of troops), another three 
hundred thousand in prison and labour camps, and about the same number in direct reprisals and 
executions. They also say that over 99% of the 6,000 monasteries, which doubled as centres of 
education and medicine, were destroyed. The Chinese of course dispute these figures, although 
the percentages may give an accurate guide. There is however no doubt that the Chinese regime 
was oppressive and brutal to an unprecedented degree, tantamount to genocide at some stages, 
and certainly to ethnocide. For example, it is known from Chinese sources that 87,000 Tibetans 
were exterminated in 1959 alone in reprisals for the National Uprising of March that year. There 
are also numerous first-hand accounts on record detailing torture methods used by the Chinese 
to extract confessions, although their current methods, since China began to open up to the 
outside world in 1979, do not now include random executions of prisoners during group 
interrogation sessions. 

The Dalai Lama will receive the Nobel Peace Prize in Oslo on December 10th 1989, the 
anniversary of the shooting in Lhasa in which at least two people were killed, and sure to lead to 
further attempts at protest in Lhasa. 


-end- 
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